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Research Fields & Interests

Economic History, Macroeconomics/International Economics, Economic Geography

Current Position

• University of Münster Münster
Assistant professor & Chair of Economic and Social History since 2024

Education & ppppprevious pppppositions

• Humboldt University Berlin
Postdoctoral researcher 2018-2024

• London School of Economics and Political Science London, United Kingdom
PhD - Economic History 2013 – 2018

– Title: Trade Frictions, Trade Policies and the Interwar Business Cycle

– Committee: Nicholas Crafts & Barry Eichengreen

– Supervisors: Albrecht Ritschl & Olivier Accominotti

– Thesis was awarded the Gino Luzzatto Prize and was runner-up for the Alexander Gerschenkron Prize

• University of Münster Münster, Germany
M.Sc. Economics (with distinction: 1.4/5.0) 2010 – 2011 and 2012 – 2013

• London School of Economics and Political Science London, United Kingdom
M.Sc. Economic History (with distinction) 2011 – 2012

• University of Münster Münster, Germany
Bachelor of Arts Economics and Geography (with distinction: 1.5/5.0) 2007–2010

• Study/research stays various
American University (2009), University of Granada (Spain, 2011), University of Bonn (2016-2017)

Publications: Full research articles (((((pppppublished/////ffffforthcominggggg)))))

1. ‘Prime locations’ (with Gabriel Ahlfeldt and Kris Behrens), American Economic Review: Insights
(forthcoming, link).

2. ‘Wealth and its Distribution in Germany, 1895-2021’ (with Charlotte Bartels and Moritz Schularick), Journal
of the European Economic Association, (forthcoming, link).

3. ‘Measuring Historical Inequality in Germany’ (with Charlotte Bartels and Felix Schaff), German Economic
Review, 25(4), pp. 275-299 (2024, link).

4. ‘Selective default expectations’ (with Olivier Accominotti and Kim Oosterlinck), Review of Financial Studies,
37(6), pp. 1979–2015 (2024, link).

5. ‘Sovereign defaults and international trade: Germany and its creditors in the 1930s ’ (with Olivier
Accominotti and Kim Oosterlinck), Journal of Historical Political Economy , 3(4), pp. 459-500 (2024, link).

6. ‘Perks and pitfalls of city directories as a micro-geographic data source’ (with Kalle Kappner). Explorations
in Economic History, Special issue on ‘Methodological advances in the extraction and analysis of historical
data’, forthcoming (2023, link).

7. ‘The fiscal state in Africa: Evidence from a century of growth’ (with Morten Jerven and Marvin Suesse),
International Organization, 77, pp. 65-101 (2023, link).

http://sites.google.com/site/tnhalbers
http://etheses.lse.ac.uk/3840/1/Albers__trade-frictions.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/ereh/article-abstract/24/3/626/5877589?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-economic-history/article/summaries-of-doctoral-dissertations/4D0A4C5219D58F803FC972CF2531E8BC
http://hu.berlin/primelocations
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/rf6tcr1czh7349di4te6s/ABS_Wealth-and-its-Distribution-Revision-clean.pdf?rlkey=2uiwhjq5rxq28wpms382xzth2&dl=0
https://doi.org/10.1515/ger-2024-0060
https://doi.org/10.1093/rfs/hhad087
https://doi.org/10.7910/DVN/PXB0FN
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eeh.2022.101476
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0020818322000285


8. ‘Currency devaluations and beggar-my-neighbour penalties: Evidence from the 1930s’, The Economic History
Review, 73(1), pp. 233-257 (2020, link).1

9. ‘The prelude and global impact of the Great Depression: Evidence from a new macroeconomic dataset’,
Explorations in Economic History, 70, pp. 150-163 (2018, link).

Publications (((((book chapppppters)))))

1. ‘Inequality and its drivers in Germany, 1840?1914’ (with Charlotte Bartels) in: Pfister, U. and N. Wolf (eds.):
An Economic History of the First German Unification, London: Routledge, pp. 236-254 (2023, link).

2. ‘State capacity across the twentieth century: Evidence from taxation’ (with Morten Jerven and Marvin
Suesse), in Jerven, M. (eds.): The Wealth and poverty of African states. Economic growth, living standards,
and taxation in African states since the late nineteenth century, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp.
105 - 131 (2022, link).

3. ‘Phasen und Triebkräfte der Ungleichheit in Deutschland von 1840 bis 1914’ (with Charlotte Bartels) in:
Hesse, J.-O., Pfister, U., Spoerer, M. and N. Wolf (eds.): Deutschland 1871: Die Nationalstaatsgründung und
der Weg in die moderne Wirtschaft, Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, pp. 291-312 (2021, link).

Workinggggg pppppapppppers ///// under review

• Losing the Country: Debt, Deflation, and the Rural Rise of the Nazi Party CRC DP 511
with Felix Kersting and Monique Reiske

• Income misperception and populism CRC DP 344
with Felix Kersting and Fabian Kosse

• A granular spatial model CEPR DP 17126
with Gabriel Ahlfeldt (LSE) and Kristian Behrens (UQAM)

• Industrialization, returns, inequality CRC DP 462
with Timo Stieglitz (HU) and Felix Kersting (HU)

Popppppular writinggggg & research dissemination

• I have published multiple blogs on policy and academic websites such as voxeu.org.

• My research gets picked up by blogs such as Brookings, Forum New Economy, Adam Tooze’s substack as well
as traditional newspapers such as the Spiegel, Handelsblatt, Zeit, and others (see my website for more). I
have also written guest contribution for the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung and gave an interview to the
Berliner Zeitung.

Scholarshippppps,,,,, Fundinggggg & Awards

• Winner of T.S. Ashton Prize EHS
Prize for best article by early-carreer scholar in The Economic History Review in the past 2 years 2021

• Shortlisted for Essay Award for Young Economists WTO
Shortlisted with paper ‘Losing the gains from trade’ 2020

• Winner of the Gino Luzzatto Prize EHES
Prize for best dissertation in economic history submitted between June 2017 and June 2019 2019

• Finalist for the Gerschenkron Prize EHA
Top-3 Dissertation in non-American/Canadian Economic History 2019

• Questionnaire at SOEP-IS (fully-funded data collection) DIW/SOEP
Questionnaire on “Actual Inequality, Perceived Inequality & Populism” (joint with F. Kosse) 2019

• Development Research Grant from the Swedish Research Council SRC
Co-investigator in a ca. $ 800,000 project with Morten Jerven (PI) & Marvin Suesse (CI) 2018–2021

1Winner of T.S. Ashton Prize for the best article in Economic History Review by an early-career scholar in past two years.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eeh.2018.08.004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eeh.2018.08.004
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003283430
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108341080.005
https://doi.org/10.1628/978-3-16-160068-5
https://rationality-and-competition.de/wp-content/uploads/discussion_paper/511.pdf
https://cepr.org/active/publications/discussion_papers/dp.php?dpno=16474
https://cepr.org/publications/dp17126
https://rationality-and-competition.de/wp-content/uploads/discussion_paper/462.pdf
https://cepr.org/about/people/thilo-albers
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/africa-in-focus/2020/10/15/figures-of-the-week-taxation-in-africa-over-the-last-century/
https://newforum.org/die-verteilung-der-vermoegen-in-deutschland-von-1895-bis-2018/
https://adamtooze.substack.com/p/chartbook-117-nazi-billionaires
http://sites.google.com/site/tnhalbers
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/wirtschaft/reichtum-in-deutschland-die-geschichte-der-vermoegensverteilung-18207830.html
https://www.berliner-zeitung.de/politik-gesellschaft/muss-ein-neuer-lastenausgleich-sein-wie-die-brd-1952-die-reichen-enteignete-li.266198
https://ehs.org.uk/award/t-s-ashton-prize/


• EHS PhD Bursary Scheme EHS
Scholarship covering part of my living expenses and research travel 2017 – 2018

• ESRC Doctoral Training Centre Studentship ESRC
Full scholarship covering tuition and living expenses throughout the PhD studies 2013 – 2016

• Erasmus Stipend European Union
Small monthly stipend covering living expenses 2011

• DAAD Scholarship German Academic Exchange Service
Full scholarship covering tuition, living expenses, and flights 2009

• Funding for LSE Interwar Economic History Workshops LSE, ESRC, EHS, Macrohist
Funding from above bodies for conference organisation 2015–2017

• Travel Bursaries & Grants EHA, ESRC, Queens University, LSE
Various smaller travel grants for conference participations 2012-2016

Teachinggggg exppppperience

• Course leader (incl. own course design)

– Geography and Growth (@HU Berlin in 2020, 2021 & 2022): An introduction into spatial econometrics
and economic geography. [evaluation: 1.3/6]

– Political Economy (@HU Berlin in 2020&2021): Understanding the origins and consequences of
inequality and populism. [evaluation: 1.6/6]

– Trade and Globalisation (@HU Berlin in 2020): Studying the effects of globalisation in past and present
through the lenses of theory, empirics, and case studies. [evaluation: 1.5/6]

•• Seminar/tutorial teacher in existing courses

– European Economic History II (@HU Berlin in 2019&2020): A complement to lecture on economic
policy in the 20th century and early 21st century. [evaluation: 1.4/5]

– Quantitative Analysis in Economic History I (@LSE in 2017): Learning how to conduct own empirical
analysis and deconstruct existing work. [evaluation: 1.2/5]

– The Origins of Growth (@LSE in 2015–2016): Understanding the origins of growth through the lenses of
economic history, economics, and historical research. [evaluation: 1.8/5]

• Experience in lecture format
I have lectured Introduction into economics and economic history at Humboldt University (winter term
2018/2019, 300+ students), which is a four hour lecture containing an ECON 101 element (based on the
CORE curriculum) and applications of economic theory to economic policy and history.

• Thesis supervision
I have (co-)supervised multiple BA and MA theses during my time at University of Bonn and HU Berlin.

• Teaching certificates & awards

– Class teacher award - highly commended (@LSE in 2018) for teaching EH 402 (applied econometrics in
economic history).

– PGCert Higher Education (Associate level): Certificate for postgraduate teaching methods (UK).

Seminar & Conffffference Presentations (((((Selection)))))

• 2023: CRC 190 meetings (Munich), WATT workshop (Berlin), VfS Economic History Conference (Leipzig),
International Macrohistory Online Seminar (Geneva)

• 2022: EHS (Cambridge), CRC 190 meetings (Berlin, Munich)

• 2021: Economics seminar (Wageningen/virtual), Mannheim seminar, Carlos III seminar, CRC 190 meeting

https://agnes.hu-berlin.de/lupo/rds?state=verpublish&status=init&vmfile=no&moduleCall=webInfo&publishConfFile=webInfo&publishSubDir=veranstaltung&veranstaltung.veranstid=178021
https://agnes.hu-berlin.de/lupo/rds?state=verpublish&status=init&vmfile=no&moduleCall=webInfo&publishConfFile=webInfo&publishSubDir=veranstaltung&veranstaltung.veranstid=178884
https://agnes.hu-berlin.de/lupo/rds?state=verpublish&status=init&vmfile=no&publishid=172509&moduleCall=webInfo&publishConfFile=webInfo&publishSubDir=veranstaltung
https://agnes.hu-berlin.de/lupo/rds?state=verpublish&status=init&vmfile=no&publishid=151935&moduleCall=webInfo&publishConfFile=webInfo&publishSubDir=veranstaltung
https://www.lse.ac.uk/resources/calendar2020-2021/courseGuides/EH/2020_EH402.htm
https://www.lse.ac.uk/resources/calendar2020-2021/courseGuides/EH/2020_EH402.htm
https://agnes.hu-berlin.de/lupo/rds;jsessionid=0A1EA8E973DA65E791533B72B5F33D7B.angua_root?state=verpublish&status=init&vmfile=no&moduleCall=webInfo&publishConfFile=webInfo&publishSubDir=veranstaltung&veranstaltung.veranstid=144730
https://info.lse.ac.uk/staff/education/Education-awards/LSE-Class-Teacher-Awards
https://info.lse.ac.uk/staff/divisions/Eden-Centre/PGCertHE-and-Fellowships-from-Eden


• 2020: Macro Seminar (Halle), Economic History Seminar Series (Vienna/virtual), Economic History
Workshop (Heidelberg)

• 2019: Economics Seminar (Bayreuth), EHS (Belfast), Spring Meeting of Young Economists (Brussels), EHES
meeting (Paris), EHA (Atlanta), Rutgers Seminar

• 2018: EH590 Seminar (LSE), Politics and State Finance Workshop (UCL), Measurement of Inequality
Workshop (GHS)

• 2016-2017: EHS (Cambridge), QUECH Globalisation Workshop (Belfast), Macrohistory Workshop (Halle)

• 2015: German Econ. Hist. Conference (Münster), EHES (Pisa), Banque de France (Paris), EH 590 (LSE)

• 2014: EHES Summer School (Berlin), FRESH Meeting (Kent), AHEC (Istanbul)

• 2013: EHES Conference (London), Annual Meeting of the EHA (Washington DC)

Academic Service & Conffffference and Seminar Orggggganisation

• Co-convener of the LSE Graduate Economic History Seminar (2017–2018)

• Co-founder and organiser of the LSE Interwar Economic History Workshop (May 2015, May 2016, May 2017)

• Course Representative M.Sc. Economic History at the London School of Economics (2011–2012)

• Refereeing for:

Economic Journal, Journal of Economic Growth, Journal of Urban Economics, Regional Science and Urban
Economics, Oxford Bulletin of Economics & Statistics, German Economic Review, Journal of Economic
History, Explorations in Economic History, Economic History Review, European Review of Economic History,
Revista de Historia Económica, Cliometrica

Langgggguaggggges & Comppppputer Skills

• Languages: English (fluent), Spanish (advanced), German (native), Qualification in Latin

• Coding languages/ programs

– Statistics: Stata & MATLAB

– Spatial econometrics: ArcGIS & Python

Reffffferences

• Nikolaus Wolf Humboldt University
Fields: Political Economy, Trade, Economic History nikolaus.wolf@hu-berlin.de

• Albrecht Ritschl London School of Economics and Political Science
Fields: Macroeconomics, Economic History a.o.ritschl@lse.ac.uk

• Olivier Accominotti London School of Economics and Political Science
Fields: Financial History, Economic History o.accominotti@lse.ac.uk

• Gabriel Ahlfeldt London School of Economics and Political Science
Fields: Economic Geography, Urban Economics g.ahlfeldt@lse.ac.uk


