Seminar on Innovation Economics (Master level)

How do new technologies such as artificial intelligence or modern robots affect
economies? What role does education play in a "knowledge economy"? How can
innovation be promoted? In this seminar, we deal with microeconomic literature on
the current challenges of knowledge societies. The topics include the impacts of new
technologies on labor markets, incentives for innovation, as well as economic
opportunities and problems arising from digitalization. The methodological focus of the
seminar is empirical.

In this seminar, you will first present your topic (scheduled for November 21, 2025)
and discuss it with the group of seminar participants. Afterwards, you will have the
opportunity to incorporate the feedback from the presentation into your seminar
paper. The deadline for submitting the seminar papers is in January 2026. Exact dates
will be announced.

The following topics can be covered:

1. What influence does the internet have on employee wages?

2. How are the requirements of the labor market changing in the scientific
society?

3. a) Industrial robots destroy jobs (written as a plea)

b) Industrial robots do not destroy jobs (written as a plea)

Who becomes an inventor?

How are simultaneous discoveries affecting scientific research?

Are scientific discoveries becoming increasingly difficult to achieve?

How can companies incentivize employees to be innovative?
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Do information and communication technologies make inventors more
productive?

9. How does the introduction of Information and Communication Technologies
change the organization of companies?

Interested? Then please sign up by sending an email to inno@wiwi.uni-muenster.de,
indicating a ranked list of your three preferred topics for the seminar. Topics will be
assigned on a first-come, first-served basis. Registration is possible until September
30%, 2025. You will find further information and literature references in the Learnweb
course, into which you will be enrolled after your registration.
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