
  
Lehrstuhl für 
Mikroökonomik, 
insb. Energie- und 
Ressourcenökonomik 

 

 

Prof. Dr.  
Andreas Löschel 

 
Summer Term 2020 
Master Seminar, 6 CP      
Seminar language: English 
 
Structural Behavioral Economics 

Stadtgraben 9 
48143 Münster  
 
Tel. +49 251 83-23022 
loeschel@uni-muenster.de 
 
Datum 
06.01.2020 

Contact: 
Introduction: 
Submit paper: 
Presentations: 

Matthias Rodemeier (rodemeier@wwu.de) 
April 8th, 2020, room and time tba 
May 13th, 2020 
May 26th, 2020, room and time tba 
 
 
 
 

In the last decades, insights from psychology have substantially influenced how 
economists model behavior. Research in Behavioral Economics comprises the modelling 
of altruistic preferences, time inconsistency, inattention, biased beliefs, loss aversion and 
other non-standard preferences. A recent literature uses structural estimation techniques 
to estimate these behavioral models. The goal of structural estimation in behavioral 
economics is to empirically identify point estimates of behavioral parameters. Knowledge 
of these parameters becomes particularly important for the design and evaluation of 
economic policies. Data sources for structural estimation can include observational data, 
laboratory and field experiments. 

In this course, we will study recent advances in the structural estimation of behavioral 
models. Each student chooses one paper of the list below and scrutinizes it in detail; 
writes a paper (15 pages) of her/his analysis and presents it in the seminar. Students may 
study another paper of their choice with the approval of the advisor. Both seminar papers 
and presentations have to be in English.   

Papers have to be handed in by May 13th 2020. We ask you to register via e-mail. Please 
indicate your preference (in descending order) for three papers you could imagine to 
study. Also indicate your field of study, number of semesters studied, registration number 
and motivation for taking this course. Topics are assigned on a first come, first served 
basis.  You also have to register yourself at the examination office. 

Note that you will require advanced knowledge of microeconomic theory and econometrics 
to study these papers. Please keep this in mind when registering. To get an idea of topics 
and estimation techniques, we recommend you to have a look at Stefano DellaVigna’s 
Chapter "Structural Behavioral Economics" in the Handbook of Behavioral Economics, 
Volume 1 (eds. Doug Bernheim, Stefano DellaVigna, and David Laibson), Elsevier, October 
2018. You can find the chapter here: 

https://eml.berkeley.edu/~sdellavi/wp/StructBehavJun2018.pdf.  

 

You can find the available topics below. 

https://eml.berkeley.edu/~sdellavi/wp/StructBehavJun2018.pdf


Topics 

 
 
Social Preferences 
 
 

1. DellaVigna, S., List, J. A., Malmendier, U., & Rao, G. (2016). Voting to tell others. 
The Review of Economic Studies, 84(1), 143-181. 

 
2. Dubé, J. P., Luo, X., & Fang, Z. (2017). Self-signaling and prosocial behavior: A 

cause marketing experiment. Marketing Science, 36(2), 161-186. 
 
 
Reference-Dependent Preferences 
 

3. Farber, H. S. (2008). Reference-dependent preferences and labor supply: The case 
of New York City taxi drivers. American Economic Review, 98(3), 1069-82. 

 
4. Crawford, V. P., & Meng, J. (2011). New York City cab drivers' labor supply revisited: 

Reference-dependent preferences with rational-expectations targets for hours and 
income. American Economic Review, 101(5), 1912-32. 

 
 
Time Preferences  
 

5. Andreoni, J., & Sprenger, C. (2012). Estimating time preferences from convex 
budgets. American Economic Review, 102(7), 3333-56. 

 
6. Martinez, S. K., Meier, S., & Sprenger, C. (2017). Procrastination in the field: 

Evidence from tax filing. New York, NY: Columbia Business School. 
 

7. Chaloupka IV, F. J., Levy, M. R., & White, J. S. (2019). Estimating Biases in Smoking 
Cessation: Evidence from a Field Experiment (No. w26522). National Bureau of 
Economic Research. 

 
 
Behavioral Firms 

 
8. DellaVigna, S., & Gentzkow, M. (2019). Uniform pricing in US retail chains. The 

Quarterly Journal of Economics, 134(4), 2011-2084. 
 
 


